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Welcome to the latest edition of the 
S.V.A.O. newsletter. I’m sure you will fi nd 
it very informative and helpful.

Our mission is stay on the alert for issues that may 
impact those of us who have chosen the automobile 
as our passion. Be it collecting, building, or perhaps 
most importantly continuing to drive these rolling 
works of art it is wise to remain vigilant, lest our 
privileges begin to evaporate.

The best solution to future problems is to remain 
as informed as possible and stay in touch with  
like minded individuals. The Specialty Vehicle 
Association of Ontario does just that. Our team are 
not only experts in the fi eld but are also car guys 
just like you.

Bruce Stewart does just that in his “Musings” 
Column. It has already proven a big help to myself 
in navigating the minefi eld associated with stuffi ng 
a Ford 5 Litre in my Thunderbird “Turbo Coupe”. 
There is some hope apparently.

I now own four /88 T-Birds, in the last issue I 
included a picture of the white one shown at the 
Eastgate Ford “Birthday Bash”. It’s factory 5 litre 
and it is tons of fun to cruise in. The latest two are 
parts cars, one is in fabulous condition but hit hard 
in the rear, the other is a V6 car with excellent trim.

Who needs a fl eet like this you may ask?
Well I do!!  I know a guy who loves Nashs of all 

things. Some might also wonder why you would 
yank that amazing hot 4cyl turbo? 

I do love that engine....when its running right.  It’s 
not too late to change my mind if I could just fi nd an 
NOS V.A.N. meter and a new turbo cheap.

But out back is a 5 Litre Bird running and com-
plete, the way 8 cylinders pull and sound is hard for 
a weak person like myself to resist.

“Black Bird” and I are joined from birth and can never be 
parted lest the other perish from sorrow.

“White Bird” is currently under going major chassis 
modifi cations  Mustang style.modifi cations  Mustang style.

In closing I must say that I too secretly love those 
little Nash Metropolitans and want one really bad. In 
fact I might just soon have an extra 2.3 Ltr. turbo 
5 spd laying around....hmmm.

David Burman 
editor
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 Message From Our  Message From Our 
Chairman

Here it is, time to wish 2009 good-bye and 
welcome in the hopes that 2010 will bring. 
The SVAO has been quietly operating behind 
the scenes on your behalf here in Ontario 
during the past year. The volunteers who man 
our group continue to put numerous hours in 
trying to keep our hobby clear of unnecessary 
intrusions from both provincial and municipal 
governments. As well we continue to work with 
the NAACC who represent us on federal and 
international matters.

Please check to see that you or your club 
have sent in their 2010 dues as this saves our 
membership team a great deal of work if they 
don’t have to send out overdue renewal notices. 
There should be an extra form attached to this 
newsletter. Dues remain as they always have 
- Individuals $10, Clubs $25, Businesses $50.  
Our membership team of Keith and Glenda 
Corby would be most happy to receive your 
check. Take time to update your mailing 
address as necessary!

Challenges to our hobby can appear from 
the most obscure sources and sometimes are 
repeats of previous battles fought and thought 
put to bed successfully. It is important that 
you, the SVAO member, keep us informed of 
anything that you hear as you are often our 
best early warning systems when it comes to 
problems. Issues that we continue to deal with 
on a regular basis are emissions requirements 
and inspections, proper licensing and fees as 
well as municipal storage and shop rules. 

Make sure that your club editor gets the copy 
as all of the SVAO’s newsletter is available for 
reprinting and editors are always looking for 
material. Our editor Dave Burman is always 
on the looking for suitable material should you 
come across any. Please make sure that your 
members fi nd out what is going on out there!  
Web site man Stu Cork puts the newsletter as 
well as other material on the internet at www.
svao.org so please make use of it.

Take a kid or two for a ride in your specialty 
vehicle over the next year and help to keep the 
future of our hobby alive. Show them that there 
is more to life than sitting in front of a computer 
or gaming station. Please allow me to wish you 
the best for 2010 and much enjoyment from our 
hobby.

The boat goes in fi rst!!The boat goes in fi rst!!T
“Now if I could just fi nd the instruction book”
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Musings on the World

Harassment or Future Urban Legend?

Part One - Some weeks ago.

Some time ago, we were informed of an inci-
dent involving a group of sport car drivers and 
asked if SVAO could offer some enlightenment 
on their situation. We offered to contact the 
environment ministry on their behalf and asked 
for a contact with the group who could provide 
a concise and accurate account of the alleged 
incident.

Accuracy is important in cases such as this as 
once it’s in print all hell can break loose; partic-
ularly if the facts are distorted. We still have not 
been contacted by anyone directly involved but 
were told that a group of MG drivers in the Otta-
wa area were stopped by OPP, MTO and MOE 
offi cers who performed vehicle inspections and 
cited the owners where warranted.

The MOE offi cers were equipped with in-
formation regarding the emission equipment 
required on specifi c vehicles and our contact 
asked if we knew an accurate source of infor-
mation that the collector car community could 
access. Over the years equipment disappears, 
particularly the early emission equipment that 
was so ineffi cient that it sandbagged both gas 
mileage and performance. The restorer is, in 
many cases, at a loss in attempts to ascertain 
the original equipment on the vehicle in ques-
tion. If an equipment listing could be found the 
hobbyist would at least know his potential li-
ability and could explore his options to minimize 
exposure.

We contacted the Drive Clean offi ce and were 
supplied with the listing of fi tted equipment for 
passenger cars built subsequent to 1979 that 
is used by the ministry’s enforcement branch. 
This document, which is available on the SVAO 
website, does not cover any vehicles prior to 
1980. Data for this was collected and collated 
by personnel from the Transportation Systems 
Division of Environment Canada and the Road 
Safety and Vehicle Regulation Department of 
Transport Canada.

At the outset it states that:

“The situation with respect to records of the 
emissions control components originally in-
stalled on Canadian vehicles, is as indicted 
below:
1975 & earlier -------------- use U.S. listings

1975 to 1979 ----------------no data held by the   
    federal government
1980 to 1987----------------- use data published   
      in this report
1988 and newer------------- computer listings   
being prepared, but data submitted by    
manufacturers is still incomplete.”

Many of our vehicles are exotic in the eyes of 
enforcement personnel whose authorized task 
is to verify the presence of original emission 
equipment and cite people for missing gear. In 
many cases a ticket results from non-compli-
ance with an equipment sticker under the hood 
or the existence of brackets for apparently re-
moved equipment. We understand that most 
vehicles are missing air pumps and/or fuel 
evaporation canisters and equipment. 

The Environmental Protection Act stated in 
the past that one was allowed to install a newer 
engine (but not an older engine) as long as all 
of the newer emission equipment was also in-
stalled. Thus, the older ineffi cient emission con-
trols could legally be removed and upgraded. 
The owner could be ordered to submit the ve-
hicle, even an age exempt vehicle, for an emis-
sion test. If it was cleaner you were OK, if dirtier 
you got charged. The catch, of course, is that 
the engine change had to be documented and 
reported to MTO!

We were put in touch with a Drive Clean tech-
nical person who has proven most helpful. He 
is willing to contact the enforcement people 
involved on our behalf (OPP and MTO as well 
as MOE’s enforcement branch) but, thus far 
in spite of asking, we have not been provided 
with any detail of the above incident by those 
involved.
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SVAO is willing and able to approach the 
Drive Clean folks and others on behalf of the 
collector car community but cannot do so with 
third hand comments and innuendo. If you 
feel that you or your group has been unfairly 
treated, provide us with a clear concise recount-
ing of the details of those involved and the cir-
cumstances. We are cautiously optimistic about 
rekindling the close relationship that we previ-
ously enjoyed with the Environment Ministry but 
need your assistance.

Our technical contact at Drive Clean also pro-
vided us with a US link to a VIN decoder point-
ing specifi cally to emission control equipment. 
This is a good starting point and may well serve 
the needs of our community. Be forewarned, 
however, that this is a US site and may be help-
ful but not necessarily 100% reliable for Cana-
dian vehicles. 

http://www.ergweb2.com/vindecoder/index.
cfm?fuseaction=vinform

Part Two

Late Breaking News - A few weeks later.

With reference to the comments above, we 
have received up to date information from 
the Drive Clean Offi ce with regard to engine 
changes. The following applies as of this date.

Prior to January 1, 1999 the Environmental 
Protection Act (EPA) required vehicles that 
received a motor replacement to maintain the 
vehicle’s original or equivalent emission control 
system and components. 

As of January 1, 1999 the EPA requires 
vehicles that receive a motor replacement to 
maintain the vehicle’s original or equivalent 
emission control system and components such 
that they meet emissions standards which are 
at least as stringent as those achieved by the 
original motor with its original emission control 
system and components.  The replacement 
motor must have the original catalytic converter 
and all the original emission control equipment, 
or equivalent replacements, included or usually 
included with the replacement motor by the 
manufacturer of the motor. 

As far as reporting an engine change to MTO 
the only requirement is when changing from a 
gasoline engine to a diesel or vice versa.

I bounced this off of Andy Soutar, our 
resident guru of the Highway Traffi c Act and he 
answered me as follows.

“Bruce; section 3 of HTA Reg. 628 
‘Vehicle Permits’ requires a vehicle owner 
to apply for a new permit within 6 days for a 
vehicle that has been ‘modifi ed so that it does 
not correspond to the description of the vehicle 
on the permit’.  This would include changes to 
any of the specifi ed information on the permit 
such as make, model, year, body type, number 
of cylinders, engine type (eg: gas, diesel), 
or colour.   The vintage of the engine is not 
mentioned on the permit.  

O/Reg 628, ‘Vehicle PermitsO/Reg 628, ‘Vehicle Permits’

3.  Where a vehicle for which a permit is 
currently validated is modifi ed so that it does 
not correspond to the description of the vehicle 
on the permit, the owner of the vehicle shall 
apply to the Ministry for a new permit for the 
vehicle within six days after the modifi cation. 
R.R.O. 1990, Reg. 628, s. 3.

If I can comment on the EPA requirements 
themselves, the regulations in the EPA are a 
bit vague when it comes to engine changes, in 
my opinion.  They require signifi cant equipment 
upgrades for an engine change when the 
vehicle involved meets their defi nition of a ‘hot-
rod’, but these same requirements would not 
apply to engine changes where the new engine 
is of the same ‘type’ as originally installed in 
that model of vehicle, which is the caveat in 
the ‘hot-rod’ defi nition.  For example if I had ‘hot-rod’ defi nition.  For example if I had ‘hot-rod’
an original 1968 Corvette (I wish) with a worn 
out 350, I could install a similar 350 from a 
newer emission controlled vehicle and I would 
NOT require the emission equipment for the 
new engine because the car does not fi t the 
defi nition of a ‘hot-rod’ (the new engine is of the ‘hot-rod’ (the new engine is of the ‘hot-rod’
same ‘type’ as the original).  

This wouldn’t work if the replacement engine 
was the newer LS series of small blocks since 
they are of a different ‘type’ that weren’t avail-
able in 1968.
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In that case, all the emission equipment from 
the new engine (cat converter, air pump, etc.) 
would have to be transplanted into the 1968 car 
to meet the requirements of the EPA.  (…darn, 
I guess that rules out a 1,000hp 572 inch big 
block in a bug eye Sprite doesn’t it?)

I don’t know if the Drive Clean people are 
trying to apply the requirements for upgraded 
emission equipment to virtually all engine 
changes regardless of the vehicle defi nition, but 
any such demands in the above Corvette exam-
ple (not the bug eye one!) could be challenged 
on the basis of the actual requirements in the 
Act and the reg. “

Part Three

A Further Few Weeks Later
December 21, 2009

The following is the incident as described by 
the driver involved (not an MG but a domestic 
vehicle).

“I took a day off work this week and went for a 
casual drive...to enjoy the nice sunny day...I was 
the last to join the group...driving slowly in 1st gear 
in my 31-year-old car, and was waved over by a 
policeman and asked to park in a specifi ed area. 
After a short wait, another young man came over 
and asked me to pop the hood of my car. Two police 
cars were parked with an “Environmental Assess-
ment” vehicle and the police offi cers were pulling 
over vehicles as pointed out by the E.A. guys. Mia-
ta, Trans Am, noisy Dodge Caravan, etc.... This was 
NOT for emissions testing. Absolutely nothing to do 
with emission testing although I did mention that my 
vehicle would likely pass. It was not the issue!!
Fines were being issued in the amount of $365 for 
having removed emission equipment from vehicles 
according to the manuals in possession of the E.A. 
guys. In addition, a court summons was written.

...by the sounds of it, a person in this situation 
would be expected to return the vehicle to 
stock or some other parameters, or demands or 
expectations. Even the E.A. fellow said the parts 
would be hard to fi nd, so what will our solution be?
I say ‘our’ as this is bound to happen to many 
others, if the E.A. group just sit outside shows and 
cruise nights and ticket away!”

So, after considerable research the complete 
story has now, as far as we know, emerged. It 
appears that the MOE personnel involved were 
not targeting these vehicles for missing emis-
sion control equipment but came upon the situ-
ation by accident.

The inspection did take place but it resulted 
from complaints by local residents who were 
tired of hearing loud engine noise at this par-
ticular car show.

The inspection was focused on taking noise 
readings to confi rm or dispel the basis for the 
complaints.... and it was coincidental that, when 
the hoods of some of the vehicles were opened 
for this sound test, it became obvious that emis-
sion control equipment was missing.

There was no organized search for emissions 
systems offenders. There is no harassment of 
the collector car community; simply enforce-
ment offi cers acting on behalf of and at the re-
quest of local residents. I can understand their 
frustration. I have two neighbours - one with a 
non muffl ered Harley and the other with a four 
cylinder PT Cruiser, not the most powerful beast 
in the world but the decibel count is about the 
same as a fl eet of diesel dump trucks. Louder is 
not necessarily closer to perfection.

The Environmental Protection Act has been in 
force for many years - it in fact preceded Drive 
Clean by a number of years. The act has stated 
from the onset that removal of emission control 
equipment is not permitted. There are options 
as stated above and it is incumbent on each of 
us to comply with this law.

Modifi ed vehicles have been stopped by MOE 
enforcers for quite some time now. We have, in 
the past, been told third or fourth hand of these 
incidents. We have asked for the complete story 
but this is the fi rst incidence of the facts being 
presented.

But, you know what? I bet the urban legend of 
harassment will persist and will grow in credibil-
ity with each telling.
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7A Novel Tax System

The Netherlands cabinet has approved a 
“green” road tax bill whereby, commencing in 
2012, automobile owners will be charged by 
the kilometer traveled. The tax is intended to 
reduce the country’s carbon dioxide emissions 
by ten percent and reduce traffi c congestion by 
one half.

According to a transport ministry statement, 
“Each vehicle will be equipped with a GPS de-
vice that tracks how many kilometers are driven 
and when and where. This data will be then be 
sent to a collection agency that will send out 
the bill. Ownership and sales taxes, currently 
about a quarter of the cost of a new car, will be 
scrapped and replaced by the “price per kilome-
ter” system.”

Taxis, vehicles for the disabled, buses, motor-
cycles and classic cars will be exempt. 

The Dutch cabinet has approved the road tax 
bill but it will need the backing of parliament be-
fore it becomes law. 

Big Brother can truly be watching and on your 
case 24/7. I can hardly wait until someone at 
Queen’s Park sees this one!

Calmness In Our Lives

And last but not least, I received this in an 
email from an old friend. New Year’s resolutions 
are an important ritual and this seems like 
excellent advice.

“I am passing this on to you because it 
defi nitely works and we could all use a little 
more calmness in our lives. By following simple 
advice heard on the Oprah show, you too can 
fi nd inner peace. Dr. Oz proclaimed, “The way 
to achieve inner peace is to fi nish all the things 
you have started and have never fi nished”.

So, I looked around my house to see all the 
things I started and hadn’t fi nished, and before 
leaving the house this morning, I fi nished off a 
bottle of White Zinfandel, a bottle of Tequila, a 
package of Oreos, the remainder of my old Pro-
zac prescription, the rest of the cheesecake,
some Doritos, and a box of chocolates.

You have no idea how freaking good I feel 
right now!

“Pass this on if you know anyone you think might be 
in need of inner peace. We are all in the same boat 

so let’s keep it afl oat.”
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